Opportunities of The Week

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2011 TUES., DECEMBER 27, 2011
4:00 - Christmas Eve Traditional Service 12:00 - AA Meeting
4:40 - Christmas Eve Contemporary Service 8:00 - AA Meeting
6:00 - Christmas Eve Traditional Service WED., DECEMBER 28, 2011
SUN., DECEMBER 25, 2011 12:00 - AA Meeting

7:00 - AA Meeting
THURS., DECEMBER 29, 2011
12:00 - AA Meeting
8:00 - AA Meeting
FRI., DECEMBER 30, 2011

NO Sunday School
10:00 - Traditional Morning Worship Service
10:40 - Contemporary Worship Service
7:00 - AA Meeting

MERRY CHRISTMAS OFFICE CLOSED AT NOON
MON., DECEMBER 26, 2011 12:00 - AA Meeting
OFFICE CLOSED SAT., DECEMBER 31, 2011

12:00 - AA Meeting

Feeding the Less Fortunate - The Soup Kitchen is not open to
serve meals on holidays which means those who use it as their
main source of food will go hungry. Se we will be feeding the
homeless and less fortunate in the parking lot of the Soup
Kitchen on Christmas Day at 12:00 noon. If you would like to
help or bake some extra desserts that are portable (cookies,
2-3562.

A Beth Moore Bible Study, “James”, begins on January
StUd 11,2012 at 9:15 am. The study will be led by Cindy
Ganas and will last 8 weeks. Contact Cindy at

)
God'sWord ) cganas@bellsouth.net to sign up.
Jamie Bone will be teaching Bible Study again on
Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 8:30 beginning January
11th. The study will begin with the book of Isaiah.
Sun., December 25 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:00am Traditional Morning Worship
10:40am Contemporary Morning Worship

Sun., January 1 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00am Traditional Morning Worship
10:40am Contemporary Morning Worship

Park Avenue United Methodist Church
100 E. Park Avenue
Valdosta, GA 31602

229-242-3562



Christmas Eve Worship

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2011

*Please stand 4:00 & 6:00pm
PRELUDE A Joyous Christmas - arr. Leavitt
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES Acolytes
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Hale Bishop

*PASSING OF THE PEACE Congregation
CALL TO WORSHIP Come and Receive - arr.Rhodes

Chancel Choir

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
4:00-Mac & Jane McLane
6:00— Alan & Leah Rodemaker

ADVENT SONG Joy Has Dawned - Townend & Getty
Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation: God’s
salvation now unfurled, hope for every nation. Not with fanfares from

above, not with scenes of glory, but a humble gift of love: Jesus born of

Mary.

Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory. Gifts of men
from distant lands prophesy the story. Gold, a King is born today; In-
cense, God is with us; Myrrh, His death will make a way; by His blood,

R .
He’ll win us. © 2004 Thankyou Music (Admin. By EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI# 862254

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 234 O Come, All Ye Faithful
O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come
ye, to Bethlehem. Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of
heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest;

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee
be all glory given. Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

Honorary and
Memorial Donations 2011

IN HONOR OF:

Dana & Mary Cam Harding by Mac & Jane McLane
McLane & Brantley Harding by Mac & Jane McLane
Paul McLane by Mac & Jane McLane

Our Grandchildren by Herman & Sandra Lindsey

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Parker by Merry Jo & Tom Kurrie
Grace Dennis Sunday School Class by Merry Jo & Tom Kurrie
Shirlee Carroll by Her Children

Mildred Greenley by Donna Leonard

Janice Mayfield by her children

Laine Bellinger by Anna Mashburn

Cross Ties Sunday School Teachers by Anna Mashburn

IN MEMORY OF:

John T. Belflower by Joan Belflower

Mr. William A. Stokes, my father by Riley & Rhonda Rutland

Carson & Philena McLane by Mac & Jane McLane

Paul & May Bec Bennet by Mac & Jane McLane

Mr. & Mrs. Thompson Kurrie, Sr. by Merry Jo & Tom Kurrie

Randy Parker by Merry Jo & Tom Kurrie

Elizabeth Rhymes Kurrie by Merry Jo & Tom Kurrie

Bo Carroll by His Family

Bo Carroll by His Children

Mr. & Mrs. M.W. Turner, Jr. by Mr. & Mrs. Wright Turner

Dr. & Mrs. J. Croswell Brimm by Mr. & Mrs. Wright Turner

Our Parents by Dick & Benita Hall

Dr. Thomas H. Moseley by Anne, Allen, Clay, Janet, Richard, & Mary
Leigh Moseley

Mrs. Virginia Scarborough by Janet, Clay, Richard, Mary Leigh, Anne, &

Allen Moseley

Will Martin by Jim & Russell Smith

Jack & Carolyn Edwards by Jack & Fran Edwards

Dave & Eunice Callaway by Jack & Fran Edwards

Tom & Lela Edwards by Wayne & Michelle Edwards

Louise & C.A. Eidson by Charles & Jennie Eidson

Elizabeth & Lewis Stack by Charles & Jennie Eidson

Jocelyn Boyle by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hatton

Carlos Greenway by Dr. & Mrs. Dallas Miller

Margaret Miller by Dr. & Mrs. Dallas Miller

Stephanie Supp by Pete & Sondra Supp



SERVING OF COMMUNION
Breaking the Bread
Giving the Bread and Cup
Taking the Bread and Cup

Please go to one of the communion stations in the front or rear of the church as
directed by the ushers. We will take communion by intinction. Take the bread,
dip it in the cup and partake before returning to your seat.

COMMUNION MUSIC Birthday of A King - Neidlinger
Reese Nelson, soloist

O Holy Night - Adam
Megan Laffitte, soloist

*HYMN NO. 239 Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin
mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly
peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream
from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is
born, Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; radiant beams
from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord at
Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels
let us sing, Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the
Savior is born.

*BENEDICTION Rev. Bishop

*POSTLUDE Joy to the World - arr. Varner

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 4:00pm: Hale & Meg Bishop; Matt &
Becky Martin; Mac & Jane McLane; Carole Nelson; Peggy Wilkes;
Robert & Lynn Yost. 6:00pm: Hale & Meg Bishop; Jamie Bone; Randy
& Iris Ellis; David & Sylvia Tart; Peggy Wilkes.

LISTENING DEVICES ARE AVAILABLE. Please see an usher if you
need assistance.

THE CHRISTMAS STORY (responsively) Luke 2:1-20

Liturgist:

Men
& Boys:

Liturgist:

Women
& Girls

Liturgist:

ALL:

Liturgist:

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed (and this
taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria). And
all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,
to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child.

And so it was, that while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth
her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid
Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding

in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And lo,
the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them; and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, “Fear not; for behold I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, “Let us go now
to Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which
the Lord hath made known unto us.”

And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this
child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which
were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things,
and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glo-
rifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them. (KJV)



WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Some Children See Him - Burt/ arr. Ades
Chancel Choir

OFFERTORY PRAYER Rev. David Tart

MEDITATION Rev. Hale Bishop

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION
Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love Him, who earnestly re-
pent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore,
let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION (Unison)

I confess, O Lord, my everlasting need for You: the need of forgive-
ness for my greed and selfishness, the need of life for an empty soul,
the need of love for a heart grown cold. I acknowledge the glory of
all that is like Christ: the steadfastness of friends, the blessedness of
home, the beauty of compassion, miracle of hearts made kind at
Christmas and the courage of those who dare to resist all hatred. By
Your mercy, grant each of us gathered here forgiveness of our sins.
Purify us by the in-dwelling of that love which comes down at
Christmas. Be born afresh in us this day, we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PARDON
Hear the good news: Christ was born that we might have life, hope, joy
and peace. Christ was crucified and died for us while we were yet sin-
ners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you
are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord is with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Christ is born.
Let all the world give thanks.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Father, at this blessed Christmas feast, we give You thanks and praise.
You created all that is, and called it good. You made us in Your own
image. Though we have rebelled against Your love, You loved the
world so much You sent Your only Son to be our Savior.

As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to Bethlehem, Jesus went
from Galilee to Jerusalem. As they went in humiliation to a stable, Je-
sus went to die for the sins of the whole world.

As in that stable Jesus was born, so from the shame of His death He
was raised to bring us life. Asthe Word became flesh, born of woman,
on that night long ago, so on the night in which Jesus gave Himself up
for us He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to His disciples, and
said:

“Take, eat, this is My body which is given for you.”

When the supper was over, He took the cup, gave thanks, gave it to

His disciples, and said:

“Drink from this, all of you;, this is My blood, which seals God’s
promise, poured out for you and many, for the forgiveness of sins.”

When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we experience anew
the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ and look forward to his coming in
final victory. With the shepherds and wise men we offer ourselves and
our gifts in union with Christ’s offering for us.

By the power and blessing of your Holy Spirit, may the bread which
we share be a sharing of the body of the living Christ, and the cup
which we share be a sharing of his blood.

(Everyone in unison)

We join the entire company of heaven and all Your people now on
earth in saying, Glory to You in the Highest: And we pray in the
Spirit of the Angels’ Song of Peace on earth that as You are one -
Father, Son and Holy Spirit -- so we, and all Your creation may be
one. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER No. 895

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.



